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CONDENSER

Predictions and Resolutions—Some Work Out, Some Don’t

This is the week that many of us may assess our current situation and set goals for the future. Some will
stay on track. Some won’t.

Such is also true about the world’s expert predictions. Academics, government agencies, and futurists
had plenty to say about what the world would look like in 2020. Here are some that caught our attention:

1. “Global surface temperature will increase”—USA Today refers to the 1995 report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), saying it predicted the average global surface
temperature could increase by about 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100. This is on track, writers surmised,
as the global average temperature has risen just over 1 degree Fahrenheit since the mid-`90s, and we
still have 80 years to go to meet the prediction. This is, of course, assuming the original data is accurate,
given the discrepancies in technology and process of measuring temperatures.

The Washington Post was more extreme, claiming in 1990, “Carbon dioxide is the gas most responsible
for predictions that Earth will warm on average by about 3 degrees Fahrenheit by the year 2020,” Adding
“The United States, because it occupies a large continent in higher latitudes, could warm by as much as
6 degrees Fahrenheit." Way off.

We dug deeper into USA Today’s data source and found the original 1990/1992 IPCC Assessments
include the disclaimer that “confidence in these regional estimates is low,” prior to listing the predicted
increase for the area that includes North America in the winter to be in the range of 2.5 to 10.8 degrees
Fahrenheit.

By comparison, Reid Bryson, founder of the University of Wisconsin–Madison's meteorology department
and Center for Climatic Research, and the first director of the Institute for Environmental Studies, told
Condenser a reasonable number to characterize the sum total of global warming since the mid-19th
century would be about 0.7 to 0.8 Celsius, or 1.26 to 1.44 Fahrenheit. 

The increase in recent decades of just over one degree supports the argument that the climate has
always been changing. Before his death in 2008, Bryson first introduced the idea of human activity and
the effect on climate change, then he debunked common assumptions.

The National Intelligence Council was vague on the issue in its 2004 report Mapping the Global Future,

which predicts how global trends will develop through 2020. On climate change, experts summarized,
“There is a strong consensus in the scientific community that the greenhouse effect is real and that
average surface temperatures have risen over the last century, but uncertainty exists about causation
and possible remedies…There are likely to be numerous weather-related events that, correctly or not, will
be linked to global warming.” That much is definitely true.

We rate this prediction—True. The climate is still changing.

2. “By 2020, almost all new cars are hybrid vehicles, mostly using hydrogen power”—According to
The Long Boom: A History of the Future, 1980-2020, by futurists Peter Schwartz and Peter Leyden,
“hydrogen would become the source of power for electric generators—with the only waste product being
water. No exhaust. No carbon monoxide. Just water.”

Schwartz and Leyden predicted that by 2010, "hydrogen would be processed in refinery-like plants and
loaded onto cars that can go thousands of miles—and many months—before refueling." By 2020, they
said, almost all new cars would be hybrid vehicles, mostly using hydrogen power.



That’s not the case. Sales of hydrogen cars (Toyota and Honda are producing them) are eclipsed by
electric vehicles, and many predict 2020 will be EV's breakout year with car makers promising
unprecedented designs, including long-range, and attractive prices. More than one million EV's are
already on the road.

We rate this prediction—Not Quite.

3. “Nuclear will replace natural gas”—In 1968, Stanford University Professor Charles Scarlott
predicted that nuclear breeder reactors would make up the majority of U.S. energy production by 2018 as
natural gas faded.

"Energy from water power, solar radiation, the wind, tides, or earth heat will not figure large in the totals.
Power from nuclear power plants should be available in large amounts at low cost," Scarlott wrote.

[Wrong]. Primary sources of energy production are natural gas and coal, with nuclear energy production
largely remaining flat. Investments in wind and solar are the driving forces in renewable energy sources
and much of the new generation sources.

We rate this prediction—Off Base.

4. “Oil will run out”—In 1989, the New York Times credited Exxon’s CEO with saying “untapped pools
of domestic oil are finite and dwindling.” In 2003 CNN reported “world oil and gas are running out.”
Thanks largely to fracking, as of 2018 the United States is a net oil exporter for the first time in 75 years.

We rate this prediction—Off Base.

5. “We’ll have self-driving cars”—In 1990, Futurist Ray Kurzweil predicted that by 2019, "Computers
do most of the vehicle driving. Humans are in fact prohibited from driving on highways unassisted.”

Companies such as Tesla, as well as Uber and Lyft—are testing self-driving vehicles, but widespread use
is far from common, much less preferred.

We rate this prediction—Off Track.

6. “Virtual assistants will be part of daily life”—Predicted by both Kurzweil and Bill Gates. Kurzweil
predicted “interaction with virtual personalities becomes primary interface”.

We rate this prediction—Ask Alexa.

Bill Gates once said, “We always overestimate the change that will occur in the next two years and
underestimate the change that will occur in the next ten.” It’s time now to focus on the decade that is
ahead of us. 

Here’s what the next decade has in store, according to some predictions:

Increase in fossil fuel consumption—Steve Forbes predicts that despite growing use of
windmills and solar energy, global consumption of fossil fuels will expand enormously as China,
India, and other developing countries see car and truck unit sales explode, and electricity will still
be generated predominantly by fossil fuels.

Climate change will drive the economy on many levels—Venture capitalist and blogger Fred
Wilson predicts carbon will be taxed in most countries, climate change will have major effects on
real estate markets, solar power will increase threefold, and there will be a resurgence of nuclear
power by 2030.

25 percent renewable by 2025—GTM, a market research group, predicts a quarter of U.S.
electricity generation will come from renewable sources within five years, up from roughly 15
percent today. GTM expects that by 2025, a majority of states will have passed laws setting a
renewable energy target between 80 and 100 percent.

Global Population his 8.5 billion—UK Scientific Adviser John Beddington predicts the human
population to reach a record level that requires more food and more energy than ever before. The
current population is 7.53 billion. It’s worth noting that the current population falls significantly
short of many past predictions.

We’ll all become vegetarians—It was 1913 when Gustav Bischoff, former president of the
American Meat Packers Association, first predicted that humans would shift to plant-based diets
due to a meat shortage. Wilson echoed this prediction this week.

We’ll have to wait and see about that.
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Boulder Seeks to Condemn Xcel Energy Assets, Again

In the latest round of a decade-long effort to
create a municipal utility in Boulder, Colorado,
the city has again filed to condemn Xcel energy
assets. This comes a month after Boulder
offered the company $94 million for the assets,
an offer Xcel did not accept. 

Boulder is seeking to create a municipal utility so
it can expedite efforts to “decarbonize the
electricity supply” and increase the percentage
of renewable generation. Xcel provides the
highest percentage of renewables of any
investor-owned utility in the nation. Boulder’s
goal is to achieve 100 percent renewable
electricity by 2030, a deadline fast approaching.

The city would not be able to move forward with
the condemnation until voters are informed of all
key project costs and approve the plan to

create the utility, and also construction to
separate Boulder’s electric distribution system
from Xcel’s is complete.

If the condemnation is approved, a court will
determine what the city will pay for “acquisition
cost” as part of the condemnation process. The
city made three separate offers to Xcel last year,
for $68.5 million, $82 million, and $94 million. All
offers were ignored or declined.
A previous effort to condemn the Xcel assets
failed when a court ruled the Public Utilities
Commission (PUC) process was
incomplete. The PUC issued a final ruling Oct.
28 that would allow the city to transfer assets
outside substations. The city and Xcel must
come to agreement for assets inside substations
in a process that will not involve the PUC.

New Year, New Managers

Some Wisconsin electric co-ops are ringing in the New Year with new managers at

the helm.

Kenneth Ceaglske

Taylor Electric Cooperative—Kenneth Ceaglske is the new president &
CEO of Taylor Electric Cooperative, effective today, January 3. For the past
eight years, Ken served as general manager at Niobrara Electric Association
in Lusk, Wyoming. Previous to that he worked in the transmission operations
area of Great River Energy in Elk River, Minnesota, and held various
positions at East Central Energy in Braham, Minnesota. His past service also
includes 13 years on the City Council for the City of Braham, Minnesota,
including three years as mayor.

“I look forward to the opportunity to work with and for the membership,
board, and employees of Taylor Electric,” Ceaglske said. “I will do my best to
bring value to the organization and continue it on a track of continuous
improvement and member focus.”

Ken and his wife, Tammy, have two daughters, Emma and Lucy. Ken’s
hobbies include woodworking, riding ATVs and motorcycles, boating, skiing,
snowshoeing, and camping. Ken said his family is excited to make the move
to Medford for the new opportunities, proximity to family, and the recreation
that Wisconsin offers.

Ken takes over for Michael Schaefer, who retired after 37 years with Taylor
Electric. Schaefer started as office manager in July of 1982, and has served
as president/CEO since June of 1992.

Dunn Energy Cooperative—Jesse Singerhouse takes the helm as the new
CEO and general manager at Dunn Energy, effective January 4. 
Singerhouse is a longtime employee of the co-op, having served for more
than 20 years, most recently as manager of administrative and member
services.

A Menomonie native, Jesse still lives on the family farm where he grew up
on, and his kids are now fifth-generation family farmers. His great
grandfather, Fred Williamson, worked as a rural electrician who helped bring
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Jesse Singerhouse

power to many farms and homes during the Rural Electrification almost 80
years ago. 

Singerhouse attended the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association Youth
Leadership Congress as a teenager and set his sights on working at Dunn
Energy, which he soon achieved.

“The future of the energy business is exciting and I’m honored to be a part of
it,” Singerhouse said. “So, even though the person managing the cooperative
has changed, that fundamental commitment to delivering reliable, safe, and
affordable energy to you won’t.”

After nearly 30 years at Dunn Energy Cooperative, James Hathaway, CEO,
retires effective today, January 3. Hathaway was the recipient of the 2018
Ally of Cooperative Electrification (ACE) Award, WECA’s highest honor. The
award is given to those who have made outstanding contributions to rural
electrification. Hathaway was employed by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission and the Rural Electrification Administration before becoming
finance manager of Dunn County Electric Cooperative in 1990, and rising to
CEO in 1994.

He’s served as director of many organizations including WECA, the
Cooperative Response Center, Badger Unified Cooperative Services, and
Cooperative Network, and has been very active with Dairyland Power and
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

(As mentioned in 12/20/19 edition of Condenser, Oakdale Electric Cooperative selected Chris Tackmann
to serve as the cooperative’s new general manager effective January 13, 2020. Tackmann takes over for
Bruce Ardelt who is retiring in January after 30 years with Oakdale.)

Visit our website View Condenser Archives

Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association | 222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680, Madison, WI 53703-
2719

Unsubscribe {recipient's email}

Update Profile | About Constant Contact

Sent by jennifer@weca.coop in collaboration with

Try email marketing for free today!

4 01/03/2020

http://www.weca.coop/
https://www.weca.coop/newsletter
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:jennifer@weca.coop
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE

